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ABSTRACT
>'THIS ATLAS, AND THE SERIES OF WHICH IT IS A PART, IS COM-

PUTER GENERATED AND AUTOMATICALLY PLOTTED. IT MAKES AVAILABLE TO
THE USER THE MOST RECENT SURFACE CURRENT DATA COLLECTED AND WILL BE
UPDATED WHENEVER SUFFICIENT AMOUNTS OF DATA ARE ADDED TO THE DATA
FILE. THIS AND THE OTHER ATLASES ARE BASED ON A VAST QUANTITY OF
DATA AS CCMPARED TO THE PREVIOUS MANUALLY- COMPILED EDITIONS PRINTED
IN THE MID-THIRTIES.,

' THE SURFACE CURRENT INFORMATION IS BASED MAINLY ON SHIP
DRIFT, WHICH IS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE DEAD RECKONING POSITION
AND THE POSITION DETERMINED BY ANY TYPE OF NAVIGATIONAL FIX.
THIS DIFFERENCE DESCRIBES THE DIRECTION AND SPEED OF THE CURRENT



Messrs. Raymond J. Beauchesne* and William E. Boisvertmade major contributions to this atlas.

Mr . Beauchesne presently is employed by the Bureau ofNaval Personnel.



FOREWORD

THIS ATLAS, ONE IN A SERIES OF 43 REGIONAL SURFACE CURRENT ATLASES,
IS PRODUCED TO FULFILL A NEED OF NAVY PLANNING STAFFS AND THE SCIENTIFIC AND
INDUSTRIAL COMMUNITIES FOR THE LATEST AVAILABLE OCEAN SURFACE CURRENT DATA.
THESE ATLASES ADD TO THE WEALTH OF NAUTICAL INFORMATION UPON WHICH OPERA-
TIONAL PLANNING, NAVIGATIONAL SAFETY, AND SHIPPING ECONOMY DEPEND. RAPID
PRODUCTION AND WIDE DISSEMINATION OF THIS ATLAS ARE MADE POSSIELE BY THE
LATEST COMPUTER TECHNIQUES.

THE CONSTANT IMPROVEMENT IN THE QUALITY OF SURFACE CURRENT DATA
RECEIVED OVER THE YEARS IS MADE POSSIBLE LARGELY BY THE MORE THOROUGH REPORTS
OF VOLUNTARY OBSERVERS IN RECENT YEARS. THE DEFENSE MAPPING AGENCY, THE
OCE.)NOGRAPHIC OFFICE, AND THE USER OF THE ATLASES RELY ON THE PERSONAL OB-
SERVATIONS OF THE MAN WHO HAS "BEEN THERE." MARINERS, IN REPORTING THEIR
OBSERVATIONS, RENDER A SERVICE NOT ONLY TO THEMSELVES BUT ALSO TO ALL "WHO
GO DOWN TO THE SEA IN SHIPS." WITH THE ADVENT OF NUCLEAR POWER, ELECTRONIC
NAVIGATION AIDS, AND 300,000-TON SHIPS, UP-TO-DATE, RAPIDLY DISSEMINATED
ENVIRONMENTAL AND NAVIGATIONAL INFORMATION HAS BECOME INCREASINGLY IMPORTANT.
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SURFACE CURRENT ATLASES
THIS SERIES Or COMPUTERIZED ATLASES REPLACES THE OLD HYDRCGRAPHIC OFFICE AS A.MM A_'-' - -

ATLASES OF SURFACE CURRENTS (HOP 566. 568, 569, 570) "WHICH WERE MANUALLY I
COMPILE FROM DATA OBTAINED DURING THE PERIOD 1903 - 1934. THESE SEW ATLASES EsE RA C S %t
s.u.F.R T THE STANDARD NAVY OCEAN AREA AND REGION I;D=_ LIMITS SHOWN BELOW: AREAS A S -H 9T Sa.
e.R., NGO SP i02-.P 0 COVERS NORTH PACIFC REGION 10 EAST OF THE P DPP.ES. RR L

TH~~ ~ ~ ~ :! I~C .EsCURSSAESo.G --

RECEaNT IMPRGO".',,'S IS THE DATA FILE ASSURE THE I.CL USIO. OF" THE LAT ST,
HIGH QIUALI-Y SURFACE CURRENT DATA AVAILABLE. THE FILE N" CONTAI S MORE
T.N 4.Z,000 OBSERVATIONS AND A GENERAL UPDATE OF THE FILE WILL BE .ADr
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